
 

1 
 

Brussels, 3 November 2021 
 

ACEM Statistical release - Registrations of motorcycles in largest European markets continue 
increasing in the first nine months of 2021, exceeding pre-pandemic levels 

 
In the first nine months of 2021, motorcycle registrations in five of the largest European markets (i.e. 
France, Germany, Italy, Spain and UK) rose by 10.6% compared to the same period of 2020, totalling 
792,819 units.  
 
As expected, due to the different impact of COVID-19 disruptions in Spring 2020, almost all the main 
national markets registered volume gains in 2021 compared to the same period in 2020, with Italy 
showing the biggest increase (+27.9%). UK, Spain and France also performed well, seeing a 13.5%, 
8.7% and 8.5% increase, respectively, while in Germany new registrations decreased slightly (-4.9%). 
 
The moped segment remained overall steady in the six European moped markets covered (i.e. 
Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands and Spain) compared to last year’s figures, reaching 
a total of 206,751 units in the first nine months of 2021 (-0,2% compared to the same period in 
2020).  
 
For a better comparison, considering pre-pandemic registration data, nine months into 2021 the 
European motorcycle market is showing signs of growth (792,819 units for January-September 2021 
against 732,594 units for January-September 2019, representing a 8.2% increase). The moped market 
follows a similar trend: over the same period of time, with 206,751 units registered, representing a 
6.8% increase on a year-on-year basis. 
 
QUOTE 
 
Commenting on the current situation of the sector, Antonio Perlot, ACEM Secretary General, said: 
 
“In aggregate, the registration figures for the first nine months of 2021 confirm market recovery after 
the impact of COVID-19 in the first months of last year, which had overall put the sector under 
unprecedented stress.  
 
More importantly, the latest data confirms that powered two-wheeler markets in Europe have 
globally surpassed pre-Covid-19 figures, with significant increases for motorcycles and for mopeds.” 
 
“These interim 2021 results could have been even more positive, if it weren’t for the global 
semiconductor shortage affecting the automotive sector, and indirectly causing logistical delays for 
some motorcycle manufacturer’s production”. 
 
“The last quarter figures will tell us if these trends are confirmed, but altogether, the numbers 
confirm that powered two-wheelers remain an attractive and convenient solution for mobility and 
leisure activities.” 
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NOTES FOR EDITORS 
 
As of 2020 ACEM statistical releases cover: 
 

• For the motorcycle segment: Italy, France, Germany Spain and UK. These countries account for 
about 80% of motorcycle registrations in the EU + UK block. 

 

• For the moped segment: France, the Netherlands, Germany, Italy, Belgium, and Spain. These 
countries account about 80% of moped registrations in the EU + UK block. 

 

• Moped figures include L1eB vehicles (two-wheel mopeds) as well as L2e vehicles (three-wheel 
mopeds). For some countries, depending on their administrative practices, they may also include 
L1e-A vehicles (powered-cycles). 

 
ABOUT ACEM 
 
The European Association of Motorcycle Manufacturers (ACEM) represents manufacturers of mopeds, 
motorcycles, three-wheelers and quadricycles (L-category vehicles) in Europe.  
 
ACEM members include 18 manufacturing companies: BMW Motorrad, Bombardier Recreational 
Products (BRP), Ducati Motor holding, Harley-Davidson, Honda, Kawasaki, KTM, KYMCO, MV Agusta, 
Peugeot Scooters, Piaggio, Polaris Industries, Qooder, Royal Enfield, Suzuki, Triumph Motorcycles, 
Yamaha and Zero Motorcycles.  
 
ACEM also represents 20 motorcycle industry associations in 17 different European countries. About 
389.000 jobs depend on the L-category industry in Europe. There are more than 39 million motorcycles 
and scooters on Europe’s roads (2019 estimate). 


